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CAS Se cunt Framingham to ol their pork dressed at | ed 
Odnaat Quan atndae aoa two cents a pound !! Who can maintain that 
saUED WEEKLY AT “ PLOUOHMAN BUILDING,” pork raising won’t pay in Framingham ? 
No. 4) Wilk Street, (cor. Devonshire St., By referring to the prices current in the 
Opper a Otic last number of the Ploughman, it will be seen 
4 EO. NOY BS. Proprictorand Publisher. that fresh pork is retailing at ten and eleven 
arthur mata, asus" Panda thee i, 
+= - , > ght, 
se \ pal hecent wn nny ~~ option of | are quoted at 7 1-2 cents per pound. That 
ae I 5 pom - * aed —~ = certainly givesa very large margin for profit, 
, of the community. | and we don’t see why a. ¥. should be dyer 
» ADVERTISING. —One square, ofeightlines, | Mice about the use of the best breeds, when 
; neerfion, 99 ets. | the common pig will pay so well. 
NEWSPAPER DECISIONS | soe . an 
wrages, or the pul : cf aay continue THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 
«made, and co tthe whole 
wv, pes Sy tn ze We alluded briefly to the Annual Report 
Mon by the nubecesheauee ts received: | of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Agri- 
are deport i, a ace 7 cultural College last week, but had not | 
| space to state the methods they suggest for 
Se Laceman  Dewate a year fy, medying the embarrassments of the insti- 
tution and placing it ona solid basis of 
GFiitorial erm snt rm. 
2 rhe Trustees are of opinion that a com- 
rai ET. prehensive system of scholarships would 
MARCH ON THE FARM. have the effect to give the College a large 
WW, ; w arrived at what is generally | number of students, and thus provide the 
2 th, but according to the | means for enlarging its sphere of usefulness. 
Pars \lmanac. that delectable sea- | The scholarships established and maintained | 
ide bout the 2lst, and | by some of the agricultural societies have 
. » and cold « igh enabled several young mento take advan- 
\ wane 9 ible winter, tage of the ample facilities which the course 
S very we il impression that of study offers, who could not have remained 
g that 1 cold | at the College without this assistance. Such 
kely t g. | scholarships have thus done a great deal of 
\ . y wy derive | good, but their number is too small to meet 
. ‘ . Fi his vear. the wants of the College. There seems to 
. 1 and almost spring-like spe be no method so just, so simple and so little 
ve had ever since 15th of January, | burdensome to the State Treasury as to set 
AN ground for complaint | @part a certain percentage of the surplus of 
g we s ild ave a few turns 
ny weather 
\\ k he law of compen 
y very iw. Even our | sentative district in the State or over two 
y trying climate is | hundred in all, to be awarded on a fair com- | 
nate of stale uniformity. | petitive examination to the pupils of the | 
\ p ta calm, and itis the |common and High Schools. It would thus 
y 1 disagre« 
' mer that lead us to appreciate and | be a strong stimulus to exertion. If there is | 
he calm bright sunshine all the more. 
r words human nature is s constitu 
ke va y, and we have it in the 
inges to which the climate of this 
ect Just think of | “ Labor Fund.” 
Z i California sum The Trustees say that either a “ Labor | 
ve drought, its masses | Fund” or a comprehensive system of schol- 
d its monotonous | arships would have the effect to give to the 
‘vy a ty, week after week, | institution a large number of students and 
month. It sounds well enough |thus provide the means for enlarging its | 
. snd uniform climate, but | sphere of usefulness, and render it entirely 
‘hen we are subjected to it, there is a feel- | and permanently independent of the State 
g me change, and that | Treasury. Suppose there was a Labor Funé | 
rt in utter sameness. of fifty or a hundred thousand dollars, the | 
W ite what is called an early | income of which could be used to pay for the 
y t man can tell who is to be | labor of students. There is work enough 
I (till after election, and not always | to he done on the farm, in the plant houses 
() ng appears to be certain and | and about the buildings, but little money to 
sbut very little frost in the | pay for it. Many a student has been com- 
especially in the interior where the | pelled to leave simply because there was no 
esto a considerabledepth. When opportunity to work his way through. Such 
melts itis going to soak down | a fund would be a blessing both to the stu- 
1 off as it sometimes does, and | dent and to the college. 
we have some uncommonly heavy The Trustees recommend this course with 
ie wards the middle and last of | 41) the more confidence from the fact that | 
th, we shall expect to see the grass | ih. « Dog law,” as it is called, had its origin | 
many a hillside before the advent | ;,, the State Board of Agriculture, without 
\ ; whose earnest efforts it would not have been 
Che leading idea of the month, apart from passed. ‘That a small percentage of the un- | 
it the barn and the care of | |,,, d surplus of the fund accruing from 
s the preparation of fuel for the licenses should be set apart for encouraging | 
ng season. Those who still continue the igricultural education seems but just and 
wood, ought to lay up a liberal sup equitable. 
ive it seasoning and ready for use. The benefits to be derived from the Col- 
' tal plan to keep a year’s stock | jege, not only from the education to be im- | 
It only good economy, but parted there but from the investigations | 
- ndependence which of | which have been undertaken and which are 
; ws much as several good jcarried on there will eventually accrue to 
wood. It is a good rule in all the every man, woman and child in the Common- 
rt » keep right square up with | wealth, and it is for the interest of all that 
md a little ahead if anything. We | the College should be strengthened and sus- 
that work is driving us. It | tained and that its possibilities for good | 
‘rive than be driven, should be developed to the utmost capacity, | 
I ‘ t time to start hot beds for for 1 | 
ind the plan suggested seems to be the most 
vegetables. They are very useful | feasible and the least burdensome to the | 
vine x cabbage, tomatoes, let public of any that can be devised. 
cu imbers and a great variety ; 5 ss 
ants. A hot bed for ordinary | ey (Col, Geo. W. Lane, an enterprising 
i a) started about the 20th of | farmer at Derry, N. H., informs the Plough- | 
month, but the preparations for it | man, “ That he raised last year 6 tons 899 | 
ade now. If started earlier than pounds of mangolds on an area of 35 35-100 
me named, with a view to prolonged rods, (not quite quarter of an acre,) the roots 
iw, 1 will need encasing in fresh manure | being one foot apart in a row with a space of | 
heap becomes entirely spent. |9 1.9 feet between the rows, and gathered 
\ hot bed is a very simple matter. We have | them about the 15th of November.” Who in 
A nes given many details in regard to its | yoy England can show a better result ? 
ind management rhey are to be ae 
every work on gardening ind to be | OREGON STATI Farr. E. M. Waite, Sec- | 
most every neighborhood. If any | 144 ary, writes to the Ploughman that the | 
ar for the first time itis per- | \nnual Fair of the Oregon State Agricultu- | 
aps t best way to go and see how others | .,) Society, for 1877, begins on Monday, | 
ve managed, and then go home and do | (tober Sth, and continues six days. 
“ rw hing better | 
wards end of the month, if the | 
vlan attiedinOiiceiietnad tent Ge, one. | Written expressly for the Massachusetts Ploughman 
» plough on w _ gravelly leh Gan | THE WHITE ASH. 
sor ho earthly use to try to plough land BY PROF. C. S&S SARGENT. 
. » wet and that does not crumble 
spendin oe bra ood ee lo try An intelligent correspondent much inter- 
ees tien edith ba , . » 18 worse | ested in the subject of Tree Planting, writes 
is better to wait till the | 


’ i } » } 
1and air have brought it into condition 


t think there is anything gained in 


ying to grow pease or early potatoes till 


ifter the first of April, as a general rule, ex- 
ept by way of starting them under glass or 
cold We 


ogress made till the season is a little 


frame have never seen 


more advanced. We incline to think the 

ime amount of time and labor spent in 
working over manure and getting ready to 
push things will amount to more in the end. 
ts 


t the tools in order and lay in the requi- 


site supply of 


seed for use a little 


later. It 
Al} 


journey, perhaps, when 


2+. 


CORN versus PORK. 


Our correspondent of 


the Ploughman, 
from Framingham, whose question appears 
in another column, probably overlooks the 
fact that the business of corn growing has 
been sifted down pretty fine in his town, 
where his townsmen maintain that the cost 
of raising a bushel of corn is only a fraction 
over twenty-one cents, ; 


Making a liberal 
allowance on the estimates of Framingham 
farmers and calling it, for short, twenty-two 
cents a bushel, and we see that people in 
Framingham can feed their corn to the aver- 
“ge pig so as to be able to sell the pork, ac- 
cording to the rule in another column at 2.61 
cents per pound, say 23-5 cents. Now if 
Framingham corn is fed to the highly im- 
proved breeds of which that town is noted 


for the finest models, it ought to take off | 
that 3-5 of a cent, and enable the farmers of | 


Correspondence, | 


Written expressly for the Massachusetts Ploughman. 
MARKET GARDENING. 


BY W. D. PHILBRICK. 


The market garden is a necessary appen- 
dage ta eyery large city or village where 
there is a considerable number of people who 
do not have gardens of their own, and appre- 
ciate the’skill of the professional gardener. 
It is very gratifying to the pride of many 
amateur gardeners in our small villages, to 
boast that they raise their own vegetables 
and they no doubt get a good deal of satis- 
faction as well as considerable disappoint- 
It 
is in the hope of lessening their disappoint- 
ments and helping them to get more satisfac- 


ment and hard work from their gardens. 


tion that I propose to treat of some of the 
methods in common use among market gar- 
deners, rather than to attempt to instruct the 
professional gardeners themselves, who in 
general understand their own interests well 
enough. 

In the first place let us consider the raw | 
material ; no market garden can be run with 
any success without plenty of 


MANURE, 


The quantity used and the expense incurred 
in obtaining a supply, would astonish one 
It is no un- 
common thing for the manure of 100 to 200 


unfamiliar with the business. 


horses to be applied to ten acres of land; 
each horse will produce about two cords of 
rough strawy manure ; so that twenty to forty 
cords of manure are not unfrequently worked 


into an acre of land in a single year. It is 





any reasonable objection to a system of free | the farmer pays about eight dollars per cord 
scholarships it is suggested that a small frac- | for rough manure delivered at the farm. 
tion of the surplus of the Dog Fund be set | Horse manure is the staple, it is indispensa- 
apart to build up, what might be called a| bleforthe hot bed; it can be piled and worked 


in the coldest weather without freezing; it 


what is known as the Dog Fund. The small | this heavy manuring as well as the heavy 
fraction of fifteen per cent. of this tund | crops marketed, which make it necessary for 
would give a free scholarship in every repre-|the garden to be near the city; the best 


oy ee 
gardens are within six miles of the Boston 


The 
always ruled high in Boston, three to five 


market. price of horse manure has 


dollars per cord in the stables being about the 


become a prize to be contended for, and so | price now paid ; the delivery to the farm will 


cost about four dollars per cord more, so that 





is quickly decomposed and makes the best 
manure as yet known for forcing early vege- 
tables. 
night soil or to allow hogs to trample it in 
order to add to the percentage of ammonia 
and to check the too fiery fermentation. Very 
considerable loss frequently occurs from the 
overheating of horse manure; the best way 
to prevent it is to have enough liquid manure 
at hand to wet it thoroughly, but not to leach 
it; when kept moist, the decomposition is 
rapid and the loss inconsiderable. 


any of the commercial fertilizers. 
special cases they are not used to any large 
extent. 
them is to be attributed to a dogged adher- 
ence to old usages, and how much to the 
many cases of misplaced confidence in spu- 
rious impositions, it would be hard to say, 
but I believe the use of manufactured ma- 
nures of genuine character and for special 
purposes is likely to increase among the 
gardeners, and that the price of horse ma- 
nure is likely to fall to somewhere near a par 
with the other sources of plant food, which 
is probably two or three dollars per cord 
below its present price. 


nure needs to be well rotted and worked fine, 
so as to be at once available as plant food. 
For fall ploughing the manure may be quite 
coarse and will work well enough. 


It is customary to compost it with 


Most gardeners have little confidence in 
Except in 


How much of the reluctance to use 


We have in Chili 
saltpetre or nitrate of soda, a cheaper source 
of nitrogen, as well as in night soil, we have 
in bone blac k and guano a cheaper source of 
phosphoric acid, and we have in potash salts 
of various kinds a cheaper source of potash. 
When the experiments in the field shall 
have demonstrated to the gardener that 
these substances can be depended upon to 
growa goed and carly crop of vegetables 
they will not be slow to adept them. At 
present they know what they can do with 
plenty of horse manure and night soil, and 
have little inclination to try experiments in 
novelties. 

Manure for the garden when applied in 
spring or summer should be well decomposed 
fine that a 
shovel must be used to handle it; it is very 
true that much of its strength is lost by 


and worked over until it is so 


evaporation before it can be reduced to this 
state. 
bles grow quickly in order to get a good 


But it is necessary to have vegeta- 


crop and come early, and therefore the ma- 

















us from the central portion of the State 4s 
follows: “ 


I am fully convinced that those 
| who plant and care for the Ash are sure of 
| their reward. 

that the 


I am informed by experts 
Ash is in more demand, and com- 
mands a higher price than any other wood 
that is indigenous ; that the fibre ot the Ash 
grown in the New England States is tougher 
and has more substance than Ash grown else- 
| where, and that the demand is constantly 
increasing. During the Centennial Exhibi- 
tion our woods were closely examined by 
foreigners, and now foreign orders are rapid- 
ly coming in, and every vessel leaving Bos- 
ton for a foreign port is taking out large 
quantities of Ash ana Walnut.” The atten- 
| tion of New England land owners should 
| certainly be directed to the profits which the 
careful and general cultivation of this tree 


paratively rare in the Eastern States. 

The Ash thrives best in a deep, and rich 
loam, and if the situation where it is planted 
is rough and rocky, so much the better. In 
some parts of the New England States there 
is hardly a farm without just the sort of soi] 


the owners of such land will plant every year 
a few dozen or a few hundred . trees, the ag- 


New England productions. 
Brookline, Feb. 22, 1877. 





| me. 


will give, and to the fact, that, at no distant 
day, the money value of White Ash will be 
greatly enhanced, the ever increasing demand 
for it having already rendered this tree com- 


and situation the Ash loves the best, and if 


gregate will add immensely to. the value of 


THE STANDARD P 





¥ \ NY 
Tee SAMAR 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

I present herewith for the benefit of the 
readers of the Ploughman, an illustration of 
the Standard “ Plymouth Rock ” Cock. 
have seen no illustration that gives all the 
“ points ” so well as this, and as it is desira- 





ble that farmers should become acquainted 
with the best characteristics of the “ coming | 





LYMOUTH ROCK. 


®uestions & Answers, 





RK AND CORN. 
Editor M husetis Ploughman: 


How many pounds of pork will a bushel 
of corn mpke when fed to the improved 
breed of hogs, and which is the best breed ot 
hoge to feed for profit, and also what is the 
right age to feed for profit, and the manner 
of feed to give ? A. F. 

Framing “~~, Mass., Feb. 17th, 1877. 

Asa general average of a large number of 
careful experiments, one bushel of corn 
weighing 56 pounds will produce 10 1-2 
pounds of pork. If you allow, say 1-5 to get 
at the net weight and you have 8 2-5 pounds 
of pork as the product of one bushel of corn, 
or one pound of pork for every 6 2-3 pounds 
of corn. 

You understand, of course, that it will de- 
pend a little on the mode ot feeding and 
especially on the condition in which the corn 
is fed. Take the best of corn meal and cook 
it, and you get more pork in proportion than 
you could expect from raw meal. With 
cooked meal, or hasty pudding, you ought to 
get a pound of pork for every 3 4-5 pounds 
of the meal. But granting, that it takes 6 2-3 
pounds ot cornto make 1 pound of pork, ex- 
| clusive of labor and care of pigs, and you can 
safely rely upon the following relation which 
the price of corn will bear to that of pork: 
That is, the cost of pork per pound at differ- 
ent prices per bushel of corn. 


Corn per bushel 
in cents. in cents. 
« 59 


BB. cccccccccscccceresccocesseen HZ 


Pork per pound 





70. ccerccece ereeee ee crsece ses coeetbell 


If you reverse the table you will have the 
price of corn per bushel at different prices 
per pound of pork. 
The use of this table 
is selling at 50 cents a bushel and pork for 
only 5 cents a pound, you will see it will be 
more profitable to sell the corn ; but if corn 
is worth but 40 cents a bushel and pork is 


is obvious. If corn 


it to pigs and sell it in the form of pork. 
Now to find the cost of pork, taking the 
price of corn per bushel as the basis. Divide 
the price of a bushel of corn by 8.40 (the gen- 
eral average number of pounds net of pork 
produced by a bushel of corn) and the quoti- 
If corn is 40 cents a 
bushel, for example, what ought to be the 
price of pork ? Divide 40 cents by 8.40—4.76 
cents, a trifle over 4 3-4 cents per pound. 
But if you want to find the price of corn per 
bushel, using the price of pork as a basis: 
Multiply the price of a pound of pork by 
8.40, and the product will be the answer. 
When pork is selling at4 1-2 cts. a pound, for 
example, what ougbt to be the price of corn 
per bushel? Multiply 4.50 cents by 8.40 
pounds and it is 37 4-5 cents. 

Of course you will understand that the 
best breeds will make pork a little more 
economically than the above, which is based 
on the general average. For that each one 
must make his own calculation by experi- 
ment or otherwise. The best breed is some- 
what a matter of opinion. You have the 


ent will be the answer. 





fowl,” the illustration I hope will prove ac- 
ceptable. 
Rocks ” 
I thusiasm expected of them, and I have no 
hesitation in saying that the breed is the 


My own flocks of “Plymouth 
are proving all that my utmost en- 


best for general utility I have ever kept. 
Respectfully, Epwakpb A. SAMUELS. 
Waltham, Mass. 


| to age to begin to fat, old Col. 


Essex, the Berkshire, the large, middle and 
small Yorkshire, the Eden’s and others in 
your own town. Go and see and judge. As 
aques’ rule 
was to put a pig on his belly at nine months, 
| that is feed him so that he won’t walk much 
after that.— [Ep 








| SMALL FRUITS AND OYSTER 
| SHELLS. 
| Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

Several articles have appeared in the col- 
| umns of the Ploughman upon the culture of 
“ Small Fruits,” but no statement has ap- 
| peared regarding the profits of large planta- 
| tions of raspberries and currants. Will you, 


Written expressly for the Massachusetts Ploughman.| me a yellow yariety that is very hardy, and | OF Some one who has had experience, please 


OLD AND NEW VARIETIES. 


We have plenty of novelties offered by 
seedsmen every year. Some of them are of 
some merit, few very valuable, and most of! 
them worthless compared with some of our 
standard varieties. 

The past season has been rather hard on 
our gardens, and I do not consider it a 
varieties tried for the first 
time. especially, have suffered. 
The Snow-flake still stands at the head with 
They yield better than the Brook's 


fair test of some 


Potatoes 


Seedling, Early Rose, Peerless and a few 
other varieties planted on the same piece. 
The quality can’t be beat, either boiled or 
baked. 


toes should grow enough for his own use, at 


Every farmer that values good pota- 
least. The Alpha is a very early variety, and 
with me the past season has been No. 1 in 
quality ; is a little liable to grow prongy and 
uneven. It is just the thing for an early 
The Ruby is a fine looking 
variety, but has not proved of first rate 
quality, as they were planted on a very dry 


garden variety. 


piece of ground ; others say they are a very 
good potato, something like the Peachblow 
in flavor. The: Brooks Seedling is largely 
planted in some parts of this State, and sell 
well in some markets, but for what reason it 
would be hard to say. They yield fair, and 
if large are almost invariably hollow and 
prongy. 

Tomatoes did splendidly here last season. 
The Conqueror is the best variety for all 
locations and seasons that I have ever grown. 
The Canada Victor is variable, but not much 
better than the old Smooth Red. The 
Trophy is a splendid variety, but too late, 
and hardly ever ripens up around the stem. 
It should have a place in every garden, how- 
ever. A new variety will be offered this 
spring, Little Gem, that will prove valuable 
for home use, I think. It is very early and 
productive, about one and one-half inch in 
diameter, and usually, but not always, of 
good flavor, and solid, but is not fully ripe 
as soon as it looks to be. It think it safe to 
call them two weeks earlier;than any variety 
that is of any value. 

For beans, I should plant for snaps, Dwarf 
Black Wax, Ferry’s “ Dwarf Golden Wax,” 
(a very promising be 





an) and for very early 
ones the Fegee; it is not a very good snap 
bean, but fair, and good shelled. If any one 
wants to bother with pole beans, try Black 
Wax, for snaps, and Crosby's Horticultural 
for shell. I plant a variety that is nameless 
for a dwarf, or rather bush shell bean that is 
the best I have ever seen. Cabbages and 
Turnips were an entire failure, owing to the 
dry, hot weather and fancy poultry. Sweet 


of good quality. 
The White Japan is my standard for 
musk melon, as it is early, productive, and 
of good quality. The Russian is valuable 
on account of its keeping qualities. The 
Mountain Sweet has been the best variety 
with me until last season. The Peerless, 
sent out by Ferry & Co., beats it out of 
sight; with me it has proved productive, 
early, and of the very best quality. 
For Lettuce, I should sow “ Egyptian 
Sprouting,” “Tennis Ball” and Hanson. 
The last is well adapted to moist, rich, soil. 
Peterboro’, N. H., J. G. M’K. 
PRESERVATION OF CABBAGES— 
COWS EATING BONES, &c. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

Much has been said and written in regard 

to the Preservation of Vegetables during the 
winter. 
Various methods were recommended in 
communications to the Ploughman, where we 
ean happily find a remedy for most of life’s 
cares, except the easy settlement of the elec- 
toral vote! 

I wish however, at this time, to say a word 
in reference to the Preservation of Cabbages 
and hope that some, if not many, of the 
readers of the Ploughman, may repeat my 
experiment next season, if too late now. It 
was this: After loosening the ground with a 
fork, the cabbages were taken up with as 
much of the soil as would cling to the roots, 
set in their natural position in the cellar and 
dry sand thrown around the roots of all 
The roots being thus treated, there was no 
trouble in keeping them in an upright posi- 
tion. 

The next step was to cover them about six 
inches deep, with fine meadow hay. These 
vegetables were housed the last week in 
October. It is now the last of February, 
and the cabbages are sound and good. 

The covering of hay has likewise prevented 
any unpleasant odor arising from them in the 
cellar. A. M. PL 

P.S. Willsome reader of the Ploughman, 
give me information in regard to the proper 


mortar, pinecones and sticks ? I have offered 
her bonemeal, which she eats very reluctantly. 
Her daily feed is hay, turnips and pumpkins. 
She is apparently in perfect health. 

A. M. P. 





Tue Cominc Turr Event.—The Ken- 
tucky Live Stock Record says: Ten Broeck 
and Aristides are each handicapped at 120 
pounds, and a meeting of these two cracks 
for the Louisville cup, 2 1-4 miles, will be 





corn is one of my specialties. Black Mexican 
is the best, but rather tender when it first 
comes up, but not as early as a variety that 
friend Drake sent me as “ Briggs’ Early,’ 
quality good. Prof. Crosby of Nashua, sent 








the event of the yesr. Interest in the race 
_ Will rival that of the races of Wagner 
and | Eagle over Oakland course at 
in 1839; of Fashion and Boston in 

1 1842 ; of Peytona and Fashion in 1845 ; and 
Longfellow and Harry Bassett in 1872 





treatment of a cow, that eats bones, bits of 


| inform us, and also what are the best varie- 
ties ? Will you also inform us if there is any 
value in oyster shells as a manure ? 


And oblige, J. H. D. 

Stratham, N. H. 

Our correspondent, F. R. Elliott, is the 
| best authority on this subject, of anybody 
that we know. He has treated the Goose- 
berry business in a masterly manner in an- 
other column and in previous numbers of 
the Ploughman, and now we trust he will 
devote his attention to the raspberry. We 
know of no large plantations of these fruits 
about here, but there are some of a few acres 
in extent in apple and pear orchards, andthe 





| income from them appears to be very large. 
| We see no reason why they may not be 
| made very profitable if well managed. 

| Oyster shells, when burnt, make a lime as 
good as any other. Burn them in heaps of 
| brush, or other cheap fuel, and they are bet- 
ter as a fertilizer than burnt limestone, as 
they contain a small quantity of phosphoric 
acid.—[Ep. 


el 


TREES FOR A GRAVEL. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

Can you inform me through the columns 
of the Ploughman the best kind of trees to 
set out on a _ bank? I have got about 
two and a half acres that I want to cover 
with some kind of trees. Yours truly, 

Farmingham, Feb. 19, 1877. G. F. D. 

We should say Scotch larch, white ash 
and white pine mixed. Prof. Sargent may 
be able to suggest something better, if so it 
will do good to communicate. The larch 
can be had very cheap, if applied for at once. 
Seedling pines can be found in plenty in 
airy neighboring pasture, 4 to 6 inches high, 
and with a spade it is a quick and easy matter 
to transplant them, with earth about them 
enough to insure success. For the larch see 
Mr. Skinner’s advertisement in our columns 
three or four weeks ago. For the white ash 
we suppose you would have to apply to a 
nurseryman.—{ Ep. 

SEE THIRD PAGE. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

I would like to know where eggs for 
hatching of the White Leghorn a can be 

rocured, and also eggs for hatching of the 

ekin duck ; and where can I best get rasp- 

berries to set out, and when is the best time 

for setting them, in the spring or fall? I 

would be greatly obliged to receive answers 

to these questions in the next Ploughman. 
Yours truly, MRs. E. 

Feb. 21, 1877. 

Good White Leghorns are advertised on 
the third page almost every week, and we 
cannot do better than refer to that. For 
Pekin ducks, turn to the Ploughman of Jan. 
20th and on the second page you will see the 
list of those who took premiums on that 
breed at the great Music Hall Poultry Show. 

All the good nurserymen have raspberry 
plants for sale, and the best you can do is 
to apply to the nearest, that is, if he has the 
reputation for being honest and all right in 
his deali They may be set either in the 
spring or fall. We should not hesitate to 
- and setthem any time next month. 

D. 








The Toulouse Goose comes to us by way 
of England, where it is prized for its enor- 
mous size, and sowetimes reaches sixty 
| pounds the pair when fattened for exhibi- 
|tion. The crosses are said to be larger than 
| the pure bred birds, and in the various 
| ed shows, where prizes are offered for 
the largest goose of any breed, the grades 
| are usually the winners. The Toulouse is 
|} not much raised in this country, and com- 
mands high prices, the young birds in the 





THE TOULOUS 
4, 


They are 


frequently sweeps the ground. 
very prolific, sometimes laying two dozen 


eggs. We have not found them very good 
sitters, and usually employ other geese or 
hens to hatch the eggs. To get the largest 
size, put four eggs under a hen, hatch them 
early, and feed every three hours from day- 
light until dark. ‘This extra care will pay if 
you are raising exhibition birds. 

The Standard of Excellence gives the fol- 
lowing description of this breed : 





| fall, selling for $25 per pair. The goose is 
gray, with reddish bill and feet, and the skin 
about the neck and belly hangs in folds, and 


touching the ground. 











| metry, 20 ; Condition, 10.—Total, 100. 


Carriage.—Tall and erect; bodies nearly | 


E COOSE. “ 








| 
| 


dark gray; neck, darker gray than back ; 
wings and belly, shading off to white, though 
but little white visible. 

Bill. Pale flesh color. 

Legs and Feet. 
red. 


Deep orange, inclined to 


and 
Sym- 


Points in Toulouse Ceese. Size 
weight, 40; Plumage, 15; Color, 15; 


We are indebted to the 


Color. Breast and body, light gray; back, | cellent engraving. 
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| WOOL GROWING. 

| Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 
| 


I am a farmer, but not one of the first best 


intellectual ones, it’s true, but as far as I 


could get the means, I applied them to the | 


|best of my capacity. A number of years 
made by wool growing, I purchased two fine 
|long wool sheep, a buck and ewe. They 
| were fine ones. I had an eye on them for 
| some time ; the owner asked high for them. 

I could not be easy until I bought them, and 
|then I took my way home, but this was a 
|hard task. I could drag the old buck along, 
| for he had horns, handles to take hold of, 
jand the ewe would follow, so by pulling as 
| long as I had strength, and then waiting for 
|; more, I made out to get home at last, sheep 
land all. Now this was a perfect surprise to 
all, great and small. They were pleased to 
see the sheep, and as I said before, they 
Here was the foundation of 
a flock, and who knew but a fortune also; 


were fine ones. 


so we decided to keep them where we could 
have an eye upon them, and the front yard 
seemed to be the best place to look at them, 
and then it would be so rural, you know, 
and there we put them, and all hands sat 
down to dinner, or all but one, the Irish 
woman ; she was so pleased with the sheep, 
she could not contain herself, but cut up all 
sorts of antics, and finally got down on all 
fours to look at them, but she did not look 
long, for the buck struck her behind and 
sent her far ahead; she set up a terrible 
All 


hands rushed out to see the cause and it was 


schilabarger that alarmed the house. 


all 4ut-tween her and the ram, for now she 
She had better taken 
I cautioned her to keep 


was sure he was one. 
my word for it. 
away from the sheep, and in this now she 
was perfectly willing; so after dinner, as 
usual, I went out to work in the field, but 
before long there was a tremendous alarm 
from the upper story of the house. I went 
home in haste and found the ram in posses- 
sion of all the lower story, the weather being 
warm the front door, as usual, was left open, 
and the ram walked in, and not liking the 
appearance of things began to knock them 
about, and when the women put in an appear- 
ance he made a dive at them, and drove 
From a hasty survey, I 
I got hold of the 
handles again and took up a line of march 
for a distant field, where we had some cattle 


them all up stairs. 
saw this would not do. 


and there they must stay, pets or no pets; 
but still my thoughts and eye would turn to 
look out for them. 
the ram making for the highway, and then 
he pushed westward in a leisurely kind of a 


In a day or two, I saw 


way, and brought up before a house inhabited 
by an Irishman lately imported. 
doubt he was surprised to see a sheep with- 


I have no 


out a shepherd, and came out pleasantly to 
meet him; the ram was also pleased to meet 
the Irishman, and went for him with a jump; 
the astonished Irishman also jumped for a 
club, and swore he would kill him ; the ram 
grew more nimble and the Irishman was on 
his dander, for his blood was up, but the 
charges were incessant, if not more, but the 
battle lasted until the Irishman had spent all 
lus breath in blaspheming and his energy 
in jumping ; the ram was as nimble as ever, 
and there was no way to get out of the diffi- 
culty but upon the run, which the Irishman 
did and gained the front door, but not a 
moment too soon, for as the hind part of the 
Irishman left, the fore of the ram was there, 
so the Irishman quickly left by the back 
door, which fortunately shut with a slam. 
Now the ram had not only gained a battle, 
but taken a house, but this was no use to 
him, so he peaceably left and went back to 
the pasture, where the ewe was quietly feed- 
ing, knowing nothing what her lord was up 
to. Now the fame of that ram spread far 
and wide ; but by the by, the Irishman never 
said anything about him. “Oh no, he never 
sssationsd him,” but as the saying is, if you 
can get your name up you can go to bed ; 
somehow or other he had got his up, and 
made no more erratic excursions. I got 
along with him peaceably after a sort, but 
finally he was so importunate, I took him by 
the handles again, dragged him into the 
barn for the last time, and traded him to the 
same manI bought him of. So ended all 
hopes of @ flock, for what could I do with a 
flock, if I could not manage one ? 


Now I must tell you a story for ilustra- 
tion sake. I had a good, old weakly sort 
of man to putter about and do all sorts of 
jobs. Come Sunday, he invariably went 
home to see his family, and usually came 
back after the afternoon service, most always 
swimmingly, but not so but he could medi- 
tate, which he would do aloud, “ She’s terri- 
ble! terrible!” This would attract the 
attention of the boys; they would gather 
round him. “ Who is terrible?” “ Why, 





| . 7 | 
: ago, impressed by the great fortune to be | 
worth 6 cents a pound, you had better feed | : 


| my wife Terrible.” “ Terrible! why, Mr. 
Stone, what did she do?” “Took a broom 
“ Why, Mr. 


|Stone, what is she, Irish 2” “ Worse.” 


jand drove me out the house.” 


“Dutch?” “ Worse and worse.” “ Why, 
Mr. Stone, what can she be ?” “ She’s half 
and half.” I found that was just the breed 
jof my ram; he was half and half. Now, 


there is precious little wool or sense in this, 
and if you should publish it, I shall think 
you want more, so I am, of course, 


Yours, etc., Goop Nicur. 





PROVIDE A SUPPLY OF WOOD NOW 
FOR SUMMER USE. 


It is an appropriate time to say a word in 
the interest of farmers’ wives and daughters 
—that large portion of them at least whose 
domestic duties include the culinary depart- 
ment of the household. In large districts, 
even of the prairie States, wood is princi- 
pally used for fuel, while in wooded sections, 
nothing else is employed. In the winter 
season the summer supply of fuel should be 


provided, and a prudent man who owns and 
tills a farm, unless he is prevented by unto- 
ward circumstances, will see to it that this is 
attended to. It is, or ought to be, an item 
of the regular routine of winter work, be- 
cause at this season there is time and favor- 
able opportunity to attend to it. It is cer- 
tainly anything but good economy to neglect 
laying in a supply of wood while the weather 
is favorable for chopping and the ground 
covered with snow (thus facilitating hauling 
it from the woods), until spring comes with 
its rush of work—work which cannot be 
postponed—leaving the wood-pile to be re- 
plenished now and then through the season 
with “jags " of green wood. This is an in- 
convenience and an annoyance oftentimes to 
the farmer, for he is frequently obliged to 
drop or neglect important and pressing 
farm work to supply needed fuel; and in 
nine cases out of ten the wood provided is 
green and soggy, which entails upon the far- 
mer’s wife and daughters a multitude ot 
trials which are severe tests to patience of 
the sublime order, and to Christian fortitude 
and forbearance. A load of green wood for 
immediate use is not a pleasant thing for a 
prudent and sensible housewife to contem- 
»late. She may not be given to borrowing 
trouble, but that wood can hardly fail to be 
suggestive of unnecessary labor, of vexation 
in numerous ways ; of belated meals at peri- 
ods when every moment is precious to the 
farmer’s plans and labors; of unseasonable 
and frequent searches for dry pieces of kin- 
dling to make the green stuff burn; of un- 
savory cookery, and ruined dishes after the 
most painstaking labor to prepare them. 
This is altogether wrong. The proper thing 
to do at this season is to haul and prepare 
a year’s supply of fuel, so that there will 
always be plenty of dry wood on hand, pre- 
pared ready for use. 

An idea prevails with some persons that 
wood but partly seasoned, or in other words 
comparatively green, is more economical 
and preferable to dry, giving as a reason 
therefor, that the water in the wood is turn- 
ed into steam, when the fire becomes hot 
enough to consume the wood. This is a 
mistake. Sap and water in green wood re- 
quire a large amount of heat to expel them 
or convert them into steam; and the heat 
absorbed by this process would otherwise be 
available in heating the stove and the room 
in which the stove or fireplace is situated. 

In order that wood may be properly sea- 
soned, it should be corded or piled evenly 
under a shed which is open on all sides, to 
admit of a free virculation of air through it. 
It is hardly necessary to enter into an expla- 
nation of this method, or its advantages. 
But the importance of providing a protec- 
tion from drenching rains should not be 
overlooked. When the wood becomes sat- 
urated with water, it requires a long time 
for it to dry out; and besides, the value of 
the wood is materially lessened. 

There is good authority for saying that 
one cord of wood cut and split fine and 
corded up beneatha shelter while it is green, 
will, after it has become seasoned, furnish 
more heat than the same kind of fuel which 
is allowed to remain in the open air exposed 
to alternate storms and sunshine. It has 
been estimated that a saving of fifty per cent, 
in cost and results, is secured by the proper 
preparation and care of wood. If a family 
without a woodshed consumes twenty cords 
of wood annually, worth, say, $5 per cord, 
by properly preparing ten cords and shelter- 
ing six months before the fuel is to be 
burned, it will save wood equivalent to $50. 
—Ezx. 4 


COMB FOUNDATIONS. 


The American Bee Journal thus answers 
the question, “What are comb founda- 
tions ?” “Take a piece of empty honey- 
comb and cut off the cells, until nothing is 
left but the division wall of wax between 
the two opposite gets of cells and you have 
a comb foundation. The latest production, 
however, consists not merely of dividing 
wall but also a slight depth of the cell walls 
a = a side, and these cell 
walls, ugh slight in depth, may be of 
such thickness by yt. nk sarlag 80 
that the bees re | work out or prolong the 
cells to their full depth without any addi- 
tional material. These comb foundations are 
given to the bees in their broad chamber, 
enough being put in a frame to fill it, in 
whole or in perhaps only a narrow strip 
being used for surplus honey, enough being 
given to fill the boxes, or merely enough to 

ive the bees a start. The object is to save 
time of the bees in secreting wax 
and the honey used in its production. 
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| ONONDAGA MILK ASSOCIATION. 


| ‘The milk farmers and dealers around Syra- 


leuse, N. Y., have for some time been united 


in an association, and the annual meeting 
was held January 11th, at Syracuse. The 
following is an abstract of the Secretary's 
report, showing the business done by the as- 
sociation during the year 1876: 

Milk received, 2,921,994 1-2 quarts, an in- 
crease over 1875 of 104,109 quarts. In addi- 
tion to their own production the association 
has purchased 63,903 1-2 quarts. Increase 
in the year's deliveries over 1875, 160,485 
quarts. In addition to the sales of milk on 
| the street, which market does not take all the 
milk produced, the association has manu- 
| factured from the surplus milk 46,365 pounds 
| of cheese, 14,186 pounds of butter, and 3,476 
|quarts of cream for the contectioners and 
| Priv ate customers. The associations runs 
| twenty delivery wagons on as many routes, 
these routes comprising thirty-eight original 
private milk routes. The working force of 
the association numbers thirty employes, 
twenty-four of whom are boarded in the as- 
sociation building; also, several employes 
with their families occupy suites of rooms in 
the building at a moderate rent. The cost of 
board is $9.44 per month for each employe. 
The expenses are deducted each month from 


divided among the producers in proportion 
to the milk furnished by each during the 
preceding month. The net proceeds to the 
producer have averaged 2 3-4 cents per quart 
for 1876—six-tenths of a cent less than in 
1875. The capital stock of the association 
is $29,000—held by 47 stockholders. The 
stockholders have paid in cash assessments 
on their stock near $31,844, which has been 
invested in their real estate and rolling stock. 
The association isin debt but $15,000 on 
their property. The assets of the association 
amount to $90,212, which indicates the 
amount of means required to conduct their 
business. The association conduct their busi- 
ness exclusively on a cash basis.—N. Y. 
Observer. 





WINTER-DRESSING FRUIT TREES. 


The winter-dressing of fruit trees has been 
insisted on by most writers on practical gar- 
dening, and no doubt acting on the principle 
that prevention is better than cure, the fact 
being that the remedy for a severely infested 
plant, whether with insect or fungus, is not 
unfrequently as bad as the disease itself. It 
has been held, and may still be held by some 
that the winter-dressing of vines, etc., is use- 
less, as the insects are then dormant and 
proof against the insecticide. As to that I 
must confess to having but faint knowledge 
of insect life, and 1 do not think entomolo- 
gists have placed before us the requisite 
information. 

Yet even a tyro in gardening knows that 
the brown or peach aphis is active upon the 
shoots of the peach and nectarine during the 
winter as well as the summer months; that 
brown scale remains through the winter upon 
shoots which it has obtained a footing upon 
during the summer ; that mussel scale holds 
tenaciously to the bark of apple and pear 
trees; that mealy bug and spider, when 
plants they infest become leafless, seek out 
the rough parts of the bark, beneath which 
they creep, shielded alike from cold and wet ; 
that the whole tribe of aphides are more or 
less active during the winter months; and 
that the thrips are not more given to pass 
the winter in obscurity, than slugs. 

Now such inseets abiding with the subjects 
upon which they feed, are just as vulnerable 
to an insecticide in winter as at any other 
senson, and often more so from their being 
more closely congregated ; and further, the 
antidote being capable of application at a 
strength that would be fatal to the tender 
shoot and foliage, a winter-dresring is of 
much value. 

I have tried most insecticides, and found 
all more or less useful. Nevertheless, from 
their costiveness, and not always being at 
hand when wanted, I have thought some 
easily procured and readily prepared sub- 
stances out of which insecticide could at any 
time be formed, would be desirable and 
acceptable. 

The following recipes will be found useful : 
Soft soap half a pound, to which add a wine- 
glassful of spirits of turpentine, and with a 
stick mixing thoroughly with the soft soap, 
having ready boiling tobacco juice, and add- 
ing this, a little at a time, so as to incorpo- 
rate the whole, the tobacco juice that is to be 
added being half a gallon. This small quan- 
tity will suffice to dress a dozen vines, or 
four average sized peach trees. Apply the 
mixture with a brush to every part of the 
trees after it becomes cooled to 120 degrees, 
taking care to brush it into the angles and 
crevices of the bark, and not to injure the 
eyes or dislocate the buds, which, however, 
should be coated with the stuff. The sooner 
it is applied after the leaves have fallen the 
better, as the pests remain as long as possi- 
ble before retiring for the winter. The 
mixture will kill every Bb perv of scale 
(mealy bug not excepted,) red spider, whether 
in the egg or otherwise; thrips, aphides, 
and fungus. It is only applicable to ligneous 
plants, and to those only when at rest. 

For destroying white or brown scale and 
mealy bug upon growing plants, eight ounces 
of soft soap mixed with a wine-glassful of 
spirits of turpentine, adding gradually half a 
on of boiling water, stirring so as to 
roughly incorporate. Apply with a brush 
to the parts infected, or with sponge to leaves, 
at a temperature not exceeding 120 degrees. 
The plants must be syri with water 
immediately after they have been dressed 
with the solution, taking care not to allow 
he mixtures to run down in full strength to 











Editor of the | 
| Poultry World for the use of the above ex- 


the gross receipts, and the net proceeds | 
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Written expressly for the Massachusetts Ploughman. 


GARDEN NOTES 


On recent numbers of the Ploughman 


BY F. R. ELLIOTT, LANDSCAPE GARDENER. 


GOOSEBERRIES. 

Reading the Ploughman, you talk of the 
“finest gooseberies,” and name the good 
ones, but gt the same time you throw out all 
Now, I have seen 
“ Woodward’s Whitesmith” grown year after 
It of the 
Bright Venus and 
Jolly Angler are twoalso of the foreign sorts 


those originated abroad. 
year, free from mildew. is one 
best of the foreign sorts. 
I have known to succeed. They must have, 
in growing, deep, moist, not wet, rich soil, 
and the ground mulched. In pruning, no 
but the 
| finger should do the pruning, by taking in 


knife should be used, thumb and 
}hand the young plant and training it to a 
May and June the 


this work. the 


| full round head. 
for 


‘ . 
| grower must exercise a little judgment in 


are 
| best months Again 
|the quantity of fruit left to ripen on the 
plant. It must be thinned and then it pays. 
| There is another, although not a native, yet 
| so much like one that many do not believe it 
It is called Pale Red, 


Cluster 


came from England. 
with of 


It is about the size of Houghton, 


| 


synonyms and American 


Seedling. 
sweeter, and the bush upright. 


| PROFIT OF KEEPING FOWLS. 


Aye, a good record. Once upon atime a 


| 
|man to my knowledge, kept two hundied 


fowls, and from the eggs and chickens real 


ized over $2000 a year. Varying food must 


be given, and not over thirty birds kept in 


one pen, or on one roost. In summer and 


winter they should have an outside range 


once or twice a week ofa day at a time. 


How about the statement I have seen, viz 

| That a hotel keeper in New York city offers 
| to take 300 dozen of fresh eggs daily, and 
pay sixty cents a dozen ? 


GUANO AS A FERTILIZER. 


1, N. A, all very well, but no necessity of 


Have 


that all the excrement of the house, 


any one buying guano. the privy so 
so0ap- 
suds, dish-water, and all, shall lead from it 
to a cistern cesspool. Gather daily from the 
hen house all the excrement and place it in 
| the cesspool. Sprinkle daily with plaster of 
Paris, and once or twice a week stir the con- 
tents of the pool. You may apply on the 


surface of the land or plough it under. 
Either way, this manner of obtaining ele- 
ments to be acted upon by air, heat and cold, 
| enough can be gained to keep five acres of 
land in the best condition for crops. 

CHERRY CULTURE. 
J. 8. N., evidently you have been unfortu- 
all the of the 
Ploughman will not be deterred from plant 
Ma 


haleb cherry suckering is the first I ever 


nate, but I hope readers 


ing cherry trees. Your record of the 
read. 

I have had over thirty years of practise 
with them—have grown them singly as shade 
or ornamental trees, gathered perfume and 
the 
duke and morello, varieties of cherries, upon 


fruit from them—have grown sweet, 


| them, and successfully. I regret your non- 
| success, but I do not think the cherry was to 
blame. I think you cultivated too highly 
jand kept your trees growing, making wood 
Nor do 
|I think’ the Mahaleb cherry stock would 
|sucker unless in the cultivation you broke 
The Gov. Wood is ' of 
| the hardiest varieties of the sweet cherries ; 
The 
| Red Jacket, Downer’s Late, Powhattan, are 


—too late in the season to ripen it. 


the roots. not one 


again it has a habit of overbearing. 


j all more hardy in their nature than Gov. 
| Wood. 


I make a suggestion. Suppose you this 


| spring obtain stocky, low branched, one year 
jold trees, of Early Purple Gerigan, Early 

Richmond, May Duke, Arch Duke, Louis 

Phillippe, Rockport Red Jacket, Pontiac, 
| Powhattan, Downer’s Late and Black Hawk. 
| Plant them carefully by mingling the dirt 
| among the roots, the roots being carefully 
| laid so that one shall 


not cross another—by 


use of your finger—spread hand. Don’t use 
your foot-fist, or a pounder—but mingle the 
| dirt with spread out fingers to press it in, 
}among and over the roots, until you have 





four inches above the upper crown root. 
| Mulch the whole a space of six feet diameter, 
three inches deep. As socn as the buds 


start, prune so as to guide the last bud on a 
| branch or leader, in the way it should go, to 
Hereafter 
| only do the pruning by pinching the ends of 


|form a spreading round head. 


| twigs or branches during the growing season. 
| Leave and keep the lower branches near the 
| ground, and always so that the rays of the 
} sun and light can reach them without strug 
gling through an overhanging branch. 
STRAWBERRIES ALI 


THE TIME. 


This heading I found in a California paper, 
where the writer said a man near the town 
of Soquel, had half an acre of strawberries, 
which, the year round, gave him daily, 
He did not state 
what class the vines belonged to, but we will 
to be 


which in good deep rich moist soil, we in 


blossoms and ripe fruit. 


suppose it of the Hautbois—a class 
New England or Ohio can grow and keep in 
daily fruit six months in the year. Reading 
however your editorial of California in answer 
to J.C. H., I bethought me, perhaps, here 
was another little item in favor of California. 
An 
plants, and if from each you gather one berry 
a day, itat a reasonable price would pay 
better than raising corn in New England at 
eighty cents a bushel. 


acre would have about six thousand 





GRAPES AS FOOD. 


We have on former occasions referred to 
the value of fruits as articles of diet, both in 
health andsickness. Grapes may deservedly 
claim a high rank among the fruits in this 
respect. They contain a considerable amount 
of hydro-carbonaceous matter, together with 
potassium salts—a combination which does 
not tend to irritate, but, on the contrary, to 
soothe the stomach, and which 1s conse- 
quently used with advantage even in dyspep- 
sia. According to Dr. Hartsen, of Cannes, 
in France, who has recently contributed an 
article on the subject to a foreign medical 
journal, the organic acids in the grape, es- 
‘pecially tartaric acid, deserve more consider- 
ation than they have generally received. 
Their nutritive value has, he thinks, been 
much underrated. It is known thatthey are 
changed to carbonic acid in the blood, and 
possibly careful research may show that they 
are convertible into fats. Dr. Hartsen thinks 
that they should be ranked with the carbo- 
hydrates as food, They have been found a 
valuable diet in fever, and the success of the 
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